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LOOKING FORWARD, LOOKING BACK

Elders seated outside Jilli Binna-L-R Granny Maggie Donahue, Grandad Cecil Brim, Grandma Lucy Levers
Photo Courtesy: Cairns Historical Society,  M. Moore, 1979



Ngoonbi’s Enduring Impact Since 1975

In the heart of Kuranda, the Ngoonbi
Community Services Indigenous Corporation
stands as a living testament to the vision and
determination of local political activists and
community leaders who laid its foundations in
1975 due to a shortage  of housing and social
disadvantage. Ngoonbi was  established to
provide affordable housing, delivering  
services initially in Kuranda, then across the
region. From its inception, Ngoonbi has
promoted empowerment, self-reliance, and
cultural integrity. Today, it continues to
provide housing and delivers programs—from
aged care to community and youth
empowerment, to social services—serving
communities in Kuranda, Mareeba, Atherton
and Mt Garnet. With 75% of its workforce made
up of local Indigenous staff, Ngoonbi
continues to embody the values of
representation and community-led
development. The organisation’s growth over
the decades reflects not only outstanding
operational standards but honours the vision
of its founders. Their advocacy for equity and
inclusion laid the groundwork for a legacy that
continues to thrive. Ngoonbi’s commitment to
high standards and culturally responsive care
has earned its recognition as a model of
Indigenous-led service delivery. As Ngoonbi
looks forward and looks back in history, it gives
acknowledgement to our Elders, Community
Members, Board of Directors and Staff, past
and present. Honouring Ja (the great creator
of the land we gather on) for their strength and
guidance to where we are today.
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Lynette Snider, Coralie Wason, 1994 Photo Courtesy:  Sept,KPaper 
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Photo Courtesy: Robin Dodds family

Ceramic tile mural designed by Edward Deemera (Yarrabah Pottery)
under potter Peter van der Helda, Kuranda

Craft Centre Opens article -
  photo (Cairns Post, Jillli Binna Opening on

 Sunday 21 December 1975

Ngoonbi photo: Ngoonbi Staff 2025 in front of the office building 
(now under demolition)



LOOKING FORWARD, LOOKING BACK

Origins of Ngoonbi and Acknowledgement
Ngoonbi (pronounced nun-by), means “home of the platypus,” and traces its beginnings to 1974
when Kuranda Seventh-day Adventist Elders and former residents of Mona Mona Mission, and
Aboriginal activists including; Clarrie Grogan, Mick Miller and Joe McGuinness rallied the men and
women in the Kuranda Seventh-day Adventist Church to form a housing co-operative to establish
one of the nation’s first Aboriginal housing cooperative. This initiative marked the establishment of
Ngoonbi as a place of an Aboriginal owned and managed community service hub that laid the
foundations for 50 years of community service operations. 

In 1975, our founding Ngoonbi Board of Management include:
President: Kozlan Assan
Secretary: Frank Bobongie 
Directors: Mervyn Riley, Lyn Hobbler, Sarah Hunter, Steven Fagan, Wilfred Levers, June Grogan, 
Earl Levers, Val Green

Mick Miller
Clarrie Grogan Joe McGuinness 

Logo Designed by Enoch Tranby Logo Designed by Leandra CannonKozlan Assan

Ngoonbi extends its heartfelt thanks to all who joined us in celebrating our 50th Anniversary
milestone. Your presence has made this occasion truly memorable, and we are deeply grateful for
the support and commitment shared throughout the event.

As we honour the legacy of our Elders, may their wisdom and strength continue to inspire you, your
families, and the generations to come. Let us carry forward their vision with pride, purpose, and
respect. 

Our plan is to compile a history of Ngoonbi. All articles, photos are especially sought after. Please
contact for contributions ngoonbi@ngoonbi.org.au and 0740937177.
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